
Checklist for Knowing God’s Will 
 
Dear fellow traveler, 
 
 For more than two thirds of my Christian life now, I have used the following list of five questions to guide me in every 
major life decision I have faced.  I believe it will serve you as well as it has me in your sincere quest to discern God’s will for 
your life.  I am grateful to Myron Rush for the first four questions and the accompanying Scripture references below which he 
included in his book Management:  A Biblical Approach (p. 102).  It is fitting that the godly consideration and counsel of trusted 
Christian friends, mentors and advisors has contributed the fifth question below, which I dare say has made this checklist even 
better, if not complete. 
 
 On page two below, you will find sermon notes from a message related to this checklist followed by selected Scripture 
references.  I pray that the Lord will use these resources to help you to stay in step with Him down the road He chooses for 
your life.   
 
On the journey with you, 
Bryan Plyler   
 

 
There are five key questions to ask in order to determine God’s will in a decision-making situation. 
 

1. SURRENDER--Am I committed to doing God’s will in this situation?  (Romans 12:1-2) 
 
2. DESIRE--Are the desires of my heart to pursue this particular course?  (Psalm 37:4) 

 
3. OPPORTUNITY--Does God provide the power and resources to accomplish the desire?  (Philippians 2:13) 
 
4. PEACE--Does God give me peace to continue working in this direction and to make the necessary decisions to follow 

through with this course of action?  (Isaiah 26:3) 
 

5. GODLY COUNSEL--Do godly advisers affirm this course of action? (Proverbs 15:22) 
 
If you can answer “Yes” to the first question, proceed to the next.  The first question is foundational and as such is the most 
important.  Each question thereafter is built on the one before it, with the “Godly Counsel” question serving as a “check and 
balance” regardless of whether it is asked 3rd, 4th, or last.   At whatever point you answer “No”, you need to stop there and 
seriously consider that it may not be God’s will for you to pursue this course at this time.   
 
If my prayerful and sincere answer to any of these questions is “No”, I can conclude that I should not pursue this course at this 
time.  However, if my sincere and prayerful answer is “Yes” to each and every one of these questions, I can move forward with 
confident assurance that it is God’s will for me to pursue this course at this time and begin making decisions accordingly. 
 
This “checklist”, as trite as that may sound, is a useful tool that helps us to take a comprehensive look at several important 
factors in discerning God’s will.  All too often we over-emphasize one area in deciding if something is God’s will for us, or we 
may simply overlook one or more important factors.  For example, some might assume that “Since the door is open, it must be 
God’s will”.  This would be like taking only question 4 into account.  Another person might fall pray to the subjectivity of his/her 
own will by asking only “Do I want to do this?” (a potentially twisted version of question 2).  Or for various reasons, someone 
may subjectively say “I just have a peace about this” and proceed to their detriment when every Godly by-stander might see the 
foolishness of the person’s choice to proceed.  The list of questions takes into account personal subjective leadings and 
objective external factors simultaneously. 



 

UNCOVERING THE MYSTERY OF GOD’S WILL 
Part 2:  “Asking the Right Questions . . .” 

 

     Understanding the will of God for our lives begins with our coming to recognize the voice of God and our coming to 
understand and trust the heart of God.  But what’s next?  How do we discern God’s will for our lives in specific situations and 
decisions?  The key here is to ask the right questions, and before we can say with confidence “In this situation, God’s will for 
me is . . .” we must also get the right answers to the right questions:     
 

1.  A) Am I SURRENDERED to obey Christ no matter what he asks of me in this situation?  (Romans 12:1-2) 
 

 The prerequisite for knowing His will is being willing to do it.  You will never be certain of His will for 
you if you have not first abandoned yourself to obedience to Him. 
 If you say, there is a direction in which I will not go or a line which I will not cross with/for God, then 
your flesh will always try to keep you well away from that direction or that line, and wanting to appease 
yourself, you will convince yourself that it is God who has told me to go in the other direction. 
 

(e.g.—People running from service opportunities they are afraid of, like teaching, or other ministries 
that demand consistency and dependability) 

 

B) Will pursuing this course GLORIFY Christ through obedience to His Word?  (2 Tim 3:16-17, Matt 7:21-23) 
 

 Accomplishing the Glory of God and failing/refusing to uphold and obey the Scriptures are mutually 
exclusive concepts.  We often like to tell ourselves that a certain direction is better for God and us, without 
considering what the Bible says about it.  The truth is that human reason is far more self-centered than Christ-
centered.  For example: 

 

�   The would-be divorcee who is leaving because he has convinced himself that God would surely 
be more pleased with his happiness than the unhappiness if he “stuck it out.” 
�   The self-deceived young couple who decide to “end the pregnancy” rather than bring a child into 
a situation that is not “suitable for a new life.” 
�   Countless other examples where our justification of our choice begins with the phrase “In my 
opinion” rather than “Thus says the Lord” 

 

2.  As I walk with God, is the DESIRE  of my heart to pursue this course?  (Psalm 37:4) 
 This passage is not a promise to receive all you wish for if you follow God, rather it is a promise that God will 
change your “want to(s)” as you pursue Him. 
 A closer look leads us to another question:  “Will this draw me closer to Christ or not?”  Notice that the text 
says if our Delight is God we will have the desire of our heart.  If our delight is the Lord, what then is our desire?  
Answer:  THE LORD! 

 

3.  Do Godly advisors affirm/confirm this course of action? (Proverbs 15:22) 
 We can fool ourselves but the objective advice of trusted, godly advisors is an invaluable tool for “keeping us honest”.   
 
4.  Has God provided (Is God providing) me with the OPPORTUNITY and means to carry out this desire?  
     (Philippians  2:13, 1Thes 5:24) 

 If it is God’s will, he will make a way.  If it is His will, a door will open and if not the door, then a window!  We 
are not to ask:  “Can I do it? Well if not, it’s not His will.”  God often calls his people to seemingly impossible tasks so 
that he can work in us to do what we cannot and thus properly receive the Glory that is obviously his.  You need not 
see the finish line to begin the race, but you must have the opportunity to start it.   

 

5.  Has God given (Is God giving) me the PEACE to proceed/continue in this direction? (Isa 26:3, 30:21, Php 4:7) 
 Peace is not the absence of all fear in the face of a decision or course of action; it is the quiet and confidence 
of spirit that allows you to proceed even in fearful times. 
 Peace can be cheaply mimicked by blissful ignorance, so we must take care to know what we can before we 
say “I have a peace about this from God” 



SELECTED SCRIPTURES: 

Romans 12:1-2—“Therefore, I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, 
acceptable to God—which is your spiritual service of worship. And do not be conformed  to this world, but be transformed by the 
renewing of your mind, so that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect.” 
 

2 Timothy 3:16-17—“All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in 
righteousness so that the man of God may be adequate, equipped for every good work.” 
 

Matthew 7:21-23—“Not everyone who says to me, `Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only he who does the will 
of my Father who is in heaven. 22 Many will say to me on that day, `Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and in your 
name drive out demons and perform many miracles?' 23 Then I will tell them plainly, `I never knew you. Away from me, you 
evildoers!” 
 

Psalms 37:4—“Delight yourself in the LORD and he will give you the desires of your heart.” 
 

Philippians 2:13—“for it is God who works in you to will and to do his good pleasure” 
 

1 Thessalonians 5:24—“Faithful is He who calls who also will bring it to pass”  
 

Isaiah 26:3—“You (God) will keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on you, because he trusts you.” 
 

Isaiah 30:21—“Whether you turn to the right or to the left, your ears will hear a voice behind you, saying, "This is the way; walk 
in it.” 
 

Philippians 4:7—“And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ 
Jesus.” 


